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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Amendment and Remarl<s filed 12 
December 2005, in which claims 1-3 and 9-23 were presented for examination. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Newly submitted claims 15-23 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: The originally 
filed claims are drawn to a navigation apparatus, method and recording medium that 
call for a geographical range of a map data surrounding a predetennined point on a set 
route to be wider than a geographical range of a map data surrounding another point on 
the set route. Claims 15-23 are drawn to a navigation apparatus, method and recording 
medium that interrupts transferring and then transfers set map data after the interrupting 
or that resets a route based on already transferred map data. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. 

3. Accordingly, claims 15-23 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to 
a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, regarding the applied reference Norimoto, filed 12 
December 2005 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant 
contends that Norimoto does not disclose a geographical range of the transferred map 
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data surrounding a predetermined point on a set route sliould be wider than the 
geographical range of the transferred map data surrounding another point on the set 
route. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Norimoto discloses transferring two types 
of map data units, route linl< map units and adjacent map units. The adjacent map units 
are specified in the cases where a junction exists in the route link map units. Norimoto 
teaches that because there is a high probability that the user changes their destination 
when the vehicle running on a throughway approaches a junction, more map data 
stored in the data storing means in the pre-reading process (a wider geographical range 
of transferred map data surrounding a junction point) can help the user around the 
junction and probably be used to return the user to the route in the case of deviation 
(Column 4, line 62-Column 5, line 22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 , 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Norimoto, US Patent No. 6,820,001. 
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6. (Claim 1) Norimoto discloses a navigation apparatus comprising: an acquisition 
device for acquiring the current position of a moving body (vehicle position detecting 
unit 325); a registration device for registering a destination (remote controller 4, Column 

6, lines 61-63); a reading device in which a portable recording medium (disk unit 1) on 
which map data is recorded is mounted and which reads at least the map data recorded 
on the portable recording medium (map data managing unit 31); a setting device for 
setting a route to the destination based on the acquired current position, the registered 
destination and the recorded map data (route detemriining unit 324); a memory device 
for storing map data used for route guidance for the moving body based on the set route 
(data buffer 2); and a transfer device for transferring the map data used for route 
guidance (map data management unit 31), which has a geographical range that 
includes a road set as the route (Column 1 , lines 55-63 and Column 8, line 54-Column 
9, line 9), based on the current position of the moving body and the set route from the 
portable recording medium to the memory device (Column 8, lines 15-22 and figure 2); 
wherein the geographical range of the map data surrounding a predetermined point on 
the set route is wider than the geographical range of the map data surrounding another 
point on the set route (a detected junction on the throughway, Column 1 0, lines 34-45 
and Figure 4). 

7. (Claim 9) Norimoto discloses a navigation map data acquisition method 
comprising: an acquisition step of acquiring a current position of a moving body 
(Column 7, lines 15-22); a registration step of registering a destination (Column 7, lines 
23-27); a reading step of reading map data recorded on a mounted portable recording 
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medium (Column 7, lines 30-36); a setting step for setting a route to the destination 
based on the acquired current position, the registered destination and the recorded map 
data (route determining unit 324); and a recording step of transferring map data, which 
has a geographical range that Includes a road set as the route, based on the current 
position of the moving body and the set route, from the portable recording medium to a 
memory device (Column 1, lines 55-63 and Column 8, line 54-Column 9, line 9), and 
storing the transferred map data in the memory device as map data used for route 
guidance (Column 7, lines 36-41), wherein the geographical range of the map data 
surrounding a predetermined point on the set route is wider than the geographical range 
of the map surrounding another point on the set route (a detected junction on the 
throughway. Column 10, lines 34-45 and Figure 4). 

8. (Claim 11) Norimoto discloses a recording medium on which a map data 
acquiring program is recorded so as to be read by a computer (control unit 321), the 
computer included In a navigation apparatus for navigating a moving body (Abstract), 
the program causing the computer to function as: an acquisition device for acquiring the 
cun-ent position of the moving body (Column 7, lines 15-22); a registration device for 
registering a destination (Column 7, lines 23-27); a reading device for reading map data 
recorded on a mounted portable recording medium (map data managing unit 31); and a 
recording device for transferring map data, which has a geographical range that 
Includes a road set as the route (Column 1, lines 55-63 and Column 8, line 54-Column 

9, line 9), based on the current position of the moving body and the set route from the 
portable recording medium to a memory device (Column 8, lines 15-22 and figure 2), 
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and storing the transferred map data in the memory device as map data used for route 
guidance for the moving body (Column 8, lines 15-22 and figure 2), wherein the 
geographical range of the map data surrounding a predetermined point on the set route 
is wider than the geographical range of the map data surrounding another point on the 
set route (a detected junction on the throughway, Column 10, lines 34-45 and Figure 4). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
fonn the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Katayama et al.. US Patent No. 6,324,471. 

10. (Claim 1) Katayama et al. discloses a navigation apparatus comprising: an 
acquisition device for acquiring a current position of a moving body (GPS 18); a 
registration device for registering a destination (input unit 14, Column 3, lines 56-61); a 
reading device in which a portable recording medium on which map data Is recorded is 
mounted and which reads at least the map data recorded on the portable recording 
medium (Column 3, lines 48-55); a setting device for setting a route to the destination 
based on the acquired current position, the registered destination and the recorded map 
data (Column 3, lines 36-38); a memory device for storing map data used for route 
guidance (RAM 16, Column 3, lines 1-15), which has a geographical range that includes 
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a road set as the route, based on the current position of the moving body and the set 
route (Column 4, lines 30-60 and Figure 3), from the portable recording medium to the 
memory device (Column 4, lines 30-60), wherein the geographical range of the map 
data surrounding a predetermined point on the set route is wider than the geographical 
range of the map data surrounding another point on the set route (predetennined 
positions Pj is wider than interposition section. Figure 3). 

1 1 . (Claim 9) Katayama et al. discloses a navigation map data acquisition method 
comprising: an acquisition step of acquiring a current position of a moving body 
(Column 3, lines 16-21); a registration step of registering a destination (Column 3, lines 
56-61); a reading step of reading map data recorded on a mounted portable recording 
medium (Column 3, lines 48-55); a setting step for setting a route to the destination 
based on the acquired current position, the registered destination and the recorded map 
data (Column 3, lines 36-38); and a recording step of transferring map data, which had 
a geographical range that included a road set as the route, based on the current 
position of the moving body and the set route, from the portable recording medium to a 
memory device (Column 4, lines 30-60 and Figure 3), and storing the transferred map 
data in the memory device as map data used for route guidance (Column 3, lines 1-15); 
wherein the geographical range of the map data surrounding a predetermined point on 
the set route is wider than the geographical range of the map data surrounding another 
point on the set route (predetermined positions Pj is wider than interposition section. 
Figure 3). 
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12. (Claim 11) Katayama et al. discloses a recording medium on which a map data 
acquiring program is recorded so as to be read by a computer (CPU 13), the computer 
included in a navigation apparatus for navigating a moving body (GPS 18), the program 
causing the computer to function as: an acquisition device for acquiring the current 
position of the moving body (Column 3, lines 16-21); a registration device for registering 
a destination (Column 3, lines 56-61); a reading device for reading map data recorded 
on a mounted portable recording medium (interface circuit 19, Column 3, lines 48-55); 
and a recording device for transferring map data, which has a geographical range that 
includes a road set as the route (Column 4, lines 30-60 and Figure 3), based on the 
current position of the moving body and the set route from the portable recording 
medium to a memory device (Column 4, lines 30-60), and storing the transferred map 
data in the memory device as map data used for route guidance for the moving body 
(RAM 16, Column 3, lines 1-15), wherein the geographical range of the map data 
surrounding a predetemiined point on the set route is wider than the geographical range 
of the map data surrounding another point on the set route (predetermined positions Pj 
is wider than interposition section. Figure 3). 

13. (Claims 2, 10 and 12) Katayama et al. further discloses wherein the 
geographical range of the map data surrounding the destination on the set route is 
wider than the geographical range of the map data surrounding the other point on the 
set route (Figure 3, destination is marked by Pn, other point is marked as the 
interposition section). 
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14. (Claims 3, 13 and 14) Katayama et al. further discloses wherein the 
geographical range of the map data surrounding the destination on the set route and of 
the current position of the moving body when the route is set wider than the 
geographical range of the map data surrounding the other point on the set route (Figure 
3. destination is marl^ed by Pn. starting position is marked by Pi, other point is marlced 
as the interposition section). 

Conclusion 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this OfHce action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine M. Behncke whose telephone number is (571) 
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272- 8103. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 5:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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